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Furmanalumni news
ALU M N I ACTIVITIES

Passing the legacy on
Recently I was privileged to attend
a legacy luncheon for graduating
seniors. The students participating
in this event shared the common
bond of having parents or grand
parents who were also Furman
alums.
As I prepared an invocation for
this gathering, I contemplated the
meaning of the term "legacy."
According to Webster, a legacy is
"anything handed down from the
past, as from an ancestor or
predecessor." It was quite evident
that these families had "handed
down" their love for Furman and that
their devotion to alma mater would
impact generations to come.
I am proud to say that our family
comes under the legacy category
also! Our oldest daughter, Claire,
is a rising senior. Three years ago,
when my husband (Jim '75) and I
were helping her move into the
residence halls, we were amazed
at how many of our former class
mates were also moving their
freshmen onto campus. You can
imagine the memories that were
recalled during that experience! With
much pride, we will continue the
legacy tradition this fall as our son,
David, becomes a Paladin.
As part of a worldwide family of
approximately 25,000 people, Furman
alumni have tremendous potential
to promote the value of a Furman
education. Indeed, there are many
ways to pass on the legacy. One of
my favorites is working with the
Furman Admissions Network (FAN).
By contacting prospective students
and sharing information about the
university, you can make the
recruitment process more personal.
Alumni can also contribute in a
variety of other ways, such as
planning a class reunion, provi ding
an internship to a Furman student
or serving as a career mentor.
Furman Clubs offer a convenient
way for alumni to meet and network.
More than 50 Furman Clubs have

been established throughout the
country, and their gatherings feature
programs with Furman faculty and
staff, concerts by Furman groups,
sporting events, Summer Send-offs
for incoming freshmen and their
families, and much more. Volunteer
to be a Furman Club president or to
serve on a steering committee to plan
and coordinate club events. To do
so, contact the Office of Alumni
Programs at 1 -800-PURPLE-3 or
visit the Web at www.furman.edu/
admin/alumni.
A legacy also involves giving
to others so that they can enjoy new
opportunities. What better way to
do this than by serving as a class
agent? Class agents stay in touch
with classmates and encourage them
to make a gift to Furman. Due in
large part to the efforts of class
agents, the percentage of alumni who
make a gift to Furman has surpassed
50 percent in recent years. By
supporting alma mater with a gift
of any amount, you help to perpetuate
the value of a Furman education.
We are all part of the Furman
legacy. I encourage you to become
involved in the work of alma mater
and to find ways to share what you
value most about your Furman
experience so that others may
benefit.
- Pam Underwood Thomason '76
The author, a resident of Anderson,
S. C., is the new president of the
Alumni Association.

Furman C l u bs extend w e l c o m e mat

This summer, Furman Clubs across the country
welcomed incoming freshmen into the Furman family
at the annual Summer Send-offs. The New York and
Capital Area (Washington, D.C.) clubs even took the
concept one better by hosting programs to welcome
Furman student interns to their cities.
The annual Atlanta Furman Club summer picnic
was held July 27 at Dean Gardens, Georgia's largest
private home. Alumni, parents and students were
invited to enjoy barbecue, listen to a Furman Singers
performance, and tour the mansion and gardens.
As fall moves into high gear, Furman Clubs in the
Triad area of North Carolina and in Boston are planning
special activities involving some of their favorite
Furm.an professors. And in conjunction with football
games in Nashville, Tenn., September 7 against
Vanderbilt and at Richmond (Va.) September 2 1 ,
Furman Clubs plan tailgates. Alumni i n those areas
should watch for a special mailing.
To learn more about Furman Club events, call
Melanie Krone '94, associate director of the Alumni
Association, at l -800-PURPLE3.
L e a de rs h i p Furman 2002

Leadership Furman is an annual training program for
all of Furman's volunteer organizations. It provides
an opportunity for the university's leading volunteers
to return to alma mater, share ideas, learn about the
newest campus plans, and meet other alumni who are
deeply involved in the activities of the university.
Groups involved in Leadership Furman are the
Alumni Association Board of Directors, Furman Fund
Council, Furman Club presidents, class agents, Parents
Council, Young Alumni Council and Homecoming
reunion committee members.
This year's Leadership Furman program is
scheduled for Saturday, September 1 4. Activities will
begin with lunch and a special welcome from President
David Shi. The volunteers will then attend afternoon
sessions focusing on their areas of interest. The day
will conclude with a tailgate party for the volunteers
and their families, followed by the Paladins' football
game against Elon.
For more information about Leadership Furman
or to become involved in one of the aforementioned
groups, please call 1 -800-PURPLE3.
S p e c i a l H o m e c o m i n g offer for y o u n g a l u m s

All young alumni (from the classes of 1 988-2002) may
register for a special prize for use during Homecoming
Weekend October 1 8-20: a free night's stay at the
Greenville Hyatt, Furman's Homecoming headquarters.
To register, visit www.furman.edu/admin/alumni/
YAC.htm (the Young Alumni Web site) and enter your
full name, class year, phone number and address. One
entry will be randomly selected and the winner will
be notified October I .
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John Schieffer and his wife,

Helen, live in Merrick, N.Y., and
recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Schieffer,
who served as a front-line
ambulance driver in Italy during
World War II, is retired from
lumber sales and is also a retired
probation officer.

49

At a recent Exchange Club state
convention, Betty Jo Sloan
Fersner of Folly Beach, S.C.,
was recognized as the South
Carolina District Exchangite
of the Year. She is currently
president of the Folly Beach
Exchange Club. • Dan Foster,
retired sports editor of The
Greenville News, was recently
honored by the Greenville Lions
Club as its Citizen of the Year.
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Next reunion in 2005
Genevieve Williams Bartl ett

has published a biography titled
A RAY of Light - Memories and
Reflections on the Life of Ray
Robinson Williams. The book

is about her father, who after
two accidents became totally
blind at 9 years of age but went
on to attend the South Carolina
School for the Deaf and Blind
and then to complete college and
law school. He practiced law
for over 50 years and also served
in the South Carolina House of
Representatives and the state
Senate. She presented the book
to the South Carolina state
legislature during a May 29
ceremony.
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Next reunion in 2004
Grace Carswell has retired from
the Rochester (N.Y.) City School
District as a library media
specialist.
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Next reunion in 2006
Phi l l i p and Nelta Powers Posey

live in West Columbia, S.C.
Phillip is retired from the South
Carolina Department of

Transportation and Nelta i s the
church and financial secretary
at First Baptist Church of West
Columbia.
Donald Purvis,
who spent nearly 40 years in the
ministry before becoming
director of denominational
relations at Charleston Southern
University, was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Religion
degree during the school's
commencement ceremonies in
May. He retired from Charleston
Southern last February.
MARRIAGE: Camille Avant

Smith and Irving Eugene Scaffe,
March 20. They live in Mount
Pleasant, S.C.
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Next reunion in 2003
Ellen Ains l i e has relocated to

Nashville, Tenn., where she is
capital campaign director for the
Westminster School for children
with learning disabilities.
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Next reunion in 2006
The trustees of Connie Maxwell
Children's Home in Greenwood,
S.C., have named Ben Davis
interim president. He has been
associated with Connie Maxwell
since 1 993 and served as vice
president for business and
development.
Mary Chandler
De Monterey has been promoted
to a program manager position
with Integrys Solutions in
Greenville. Her duties include
helping to build current client
accounts, oversee projects,
mentor project managers and
leaders, provide technical sales
support, and insure compliance
with the company's system
development life cycle. •
J. Kenneth lister recently left
First United Methodist Church
of Peoria, Til., to become minister
of music at Mount Horeb United
Methodist in Lexington, S.C.
Mike McConn e l l , f01mer head
of the National Secwity Agency,
is vice president of the Infra
structure Assurance Center of
Excellence with Booze Allen
Hamilton, based in Falls Church,
Va. He has been named one of
the 25 "most influential con
sultants of 2002" by Consulting

magazine, and his article on
cyberterrorism appeared in the
June issue of Fast Company
magazine.
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Sandra Tidwe l l Poole has been
named director of music at
Francis Asbury United Metho
dist Church in Greenville. She
is also director of the Child
Development Center at Berea
First Baptist Church.
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Next reunion in 2003
Herbert Strange of Greenville
has retired after 20 years of
service as a chaplain in the
U.S. Arrny. After living in
Singapore for three years,
Charles and Beth Russell Wilson
now live in Greer, S.C. Charles
has retired from the corporate
world and has started his own
business as a sales and marketing
training consultant.
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Next reunion in 2004
John Duggan has become a

member of the fi1m of Love,
Thornton, Arnold & Thompson
PA in Greer, S.C.
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D o n n Ja mes was the subject
of a recent feature story in The
Greenville News on volunteer

ing. He is a longtime volunteer
at Camp Opportunity and has
taught in Greenville County
for 32 years, the last 27 at
Overbrook Child Development
Center.
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Next reunion in 2006
In addition to being president
and co-owner of Parmenter
Insurance Agency in
Cartersville, Ga., Scott
Parmenter has been active
in Rotary for over 27 years.
This summer he became District
Governor of Rotary District
69 1 0, which covers northern
Georgia.
MARRIAGE:
S a l ly Ann Wyrick Connor and
Dan Caesar, February 1 6.
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Next reunion in 2003
Jane Arrington Bender, an

Episcopal priest, is assistant
rector at St. Anne's Episcopal
Church in Trexlertown, Pa.
K. Marlene Thompson recently
received an Associate of Science
degree in computer technology
from Spartanburg (S.C.) Tech
nical College. After working as
a city planner for the city of
Spartanburg for a number of
years, she plans a second career
as a computer programmer, Web
page designer or network
administrator.
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Next reunion in 2004
Charles W. E l liott, Jr. , who
has worked in healthcare
management for more than
1 5 years, has been named
chief executive officer at
Rowan Regional Medical Center
in Salisbury, N.C.
Lynda
Anderson Johnson was ordained
in January at Colonial Church
of Edina, Minn., and is now
pastor of Church of Peace in
Norwood, Minn. • Reed
Williams lives in Canton, Ga.,
and works in real estate invest
ment and management.
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Next reunion in 2005
David Cutler has retired as a
colonel after 26 years of service
in the U.S. Arrny. He is now a
senior analyst with the Science
Applications International
Corporation, a government
contractor in McLean, Va. •
Mary Helen Moses is a partner
in the law firrn of Jordan, Bristol
& Moses on St. Simons Island,
Ga. The firrn deals primarily
in management side labor and
employment law and in defense
litigation for railroads. • Eldred
S p e l l is a music professor at
Western Carolina University
in Cullowhee, N.C.
Rich
Wedemeyer of Norrnan, Okla.,
an adjunct professor of psy
chology at Rose State
College, has received the
school's 2002 Excellence in
37
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Teaching Award. In addition
to teaching, he recently com
pleted the second edition of
Succeeding in Medical School:

A Guide to Making the Grade
and Coming Out Sane.

He

serves as a professional
consultant and education
specialist at the College of
Medicine at the University
of Oklahoma Health Sciences
Center and also operates a
private practice.
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This year is reunion!
In July, Nancy Arrington King
joined other third- and fourth
grade teachers in attending the
Science P.L.U.S. (Participatory
Learning and Understanding
Sharing) Institute at Greenville's
Roper Mountain Science Center.
Science P.L.U.S. is a weeklong
workshop for science teachers
funded by a state Education
Improvement Act grant. •
Marvin Owen, vice president and
general manager of Computer
Dimensions, Inc. , in Florence,
S .C., was recently selected to
receive the South Carolina
Small-Business Person of the
Year Award. Marvin and the
three other owners of Computer
Dimensions were chosen for the
honor based on their strength,
perseverance and dedication
throughout the company's 24year history.
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Next reunion in 2003
ADOPTION: J i m and Mary

S imkins, a daughter, Catherine
McCrae, May 1 6, Greenville. •
BIRTH: Phi l l i p and Rebecca
Campbell '88 Hare, a daughter,

Marlee Rebecca, January 7,
Augusta, Ga. Phillip is assistant
dean of computers and tech
nology, continuing education and
economic development at Aiken
(S.C.) Technical College.
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Next reunion in 2004
Mark Devon has been promoted
to a program manager position
with Integrys Solutions in
Greenville. His duties include
38
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helping to build current client
accounts, oversee projects,
mentor project managers and
leaders, provide technical sales
support, and insure compliance
with the company 's system
development life cycle. • Mark
Weston, a member of the U.S.
Air Force Reserves and formerly
a pilot for Delta Air Lines, was
recalled to active duty after the
September 1 1 terrorist attacks.
He is flying the A- 1 0 Thunder
bolt I I aircraft in support of
"Operation Enduring Freedom."
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Next reunion in 2006
Dru and Chris Blair live in Wake
Forest, N.C., where he is an artist
and publisher with Blair Art
Studios. His commercial work
has included creating images
such as the B udweiser bullfrogs.
He has also worked with the
motion picture industry and
the Department of Defense. •
Gregg Duncan, customer service
manager with GreenPoint Credit
in Greenville, has recently
become organist at First B aptist
Church of Simpsonville, S.C. •
Scott Wennerholm is chief
operating officer for CDC IXIS
Asset Management Group in
Boston, Mass.
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This year is reunion!

Pamela Ann Moore has become

a partner in the Alford Clausen
& McDonald, LLC, law firm in
Mobile, Ala . • BIRTH:

Richard and Lori Binnicker
Sal ley, a daughter, Lindsay
Carolyn, November 1 6. Lori
is a certified public accountant
with C. C. McGregor and Com
pany, LLP, in Orangeburg, S.C.

83

Next reunion in 2003
Stephen R . Harris ( B .G.S. '98)

of Wilmington, N.C., is district
manager for Wyeth Laboratories.
• Lonnie Dale Vona (M.A.) has
retired from the U . S . Army as
a colonel after 30 years of
service. He and his family live
in Valrico, Fla.
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Next reunion in 2004

Next reunion in 2003

BIRTH: Scott and Stacy

Robert Bai ley, who has been

Bowers, a son, Robert Camden,

working in professional theatre,
is now a full-time law student
and lives in Chicago, Ill. • Tony
and G i n a Garrett '89 Jones
moved to Rock Hill, S.C., last
fall after Gina became assistant
registrar at Winthrop University.
Tony continues his work as an
academic services counselor at
Midlands Technical College in
Columbia, S.C. • After receiv
ing her master's degree in special
education, Rhonda Shelley
taught school in South Carolina
for two years and in Idaho for
one. She now lives in Wasilla,
Alaska, where she has been
teaching in the Mat-Su Borough
School District for two years. •
BIRTHS: Eric and Jennifer
Reed Craig, a son, Everett Scott,
October 2, Norcross, Ga. • Jeff
and laura Eubanks B u l lard, a
son, Samuel, April 2, Prosperity,
S.C. Jeff works for the state of

March 26.
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Next reunion in 2005
Frankie Fullerton is the southeast
regional sales manager for Sico,
Inc. , in Charlotte, N.C.
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Next reunion in 2006
John Fant, a major in the U . S .

Army, is a n artillery officer
stationed at Fort Bragg in
Fayetteville, N.C. • Bryan Holt
lives in Winter Garden, Fla., and
is senior project manager for
I B M Global Services. • Shawn
Saulisbury-Robertson lives in
Chicago, Ill., and works as pro
tocol and regulatory coordinator
in the Office of Clinical Research
at Northwestern University. •
BIRTHS: Scott and Tracy
Mason, a son, Preston Scott,
April 5. • David and Martha
Norris McNeill, a son, Daniel
Armstrong, June 1 3, 200 1 , St.
Cloud, Fla.
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This year is reunion!

Tam i Foley Conetta is a partner

in the law firm of Ruden,
McClosky, Smith, Schuster &
Russell in Sarasota, Fla. The
firm specializes in estate
planning and charitable giving.
• Rick Knight lives in Columbia,
S.C., where he is director of
bands at Airport High School,
organist at Gethsemane Lutheran
Church and chair for Region 2
of the South Carolina Band
Directors Association. • Steven
Spearman, who has been an
executive sales representative
with Patient Care Technologies
selling software to the home
health industry, now sells remote
telemonitoring software for the
company. • MARRIAGES:
J u l i e Carul l o and Matthew
Henry Wahl, March 23,
Columbia, S.C. • Hulber Denis
Gagliardini and Suzanne Doucet,
September :f2, 200 1 , Marathon,
Fla. They both work as musi
cians for Princess Cruise Lines.
• BIRTH: Mike and Amy
Readling Shaffer, a daughter, .
McKaylee, March 1 5 , Asheville,
N.C.

Pamela Underwood Thomason '76, presi
dent; James H. Simkins, Jr. '78, president
elect; Steven B. Smith '83, vice president;
George E. Linney '65, past president;
Rebecca Hood Becherer '89; Randolph
Williams Blackwell '63; Rosalie Manly
Burnett '49; John R. Cassady '62; Bret
Alan Clark '88; Diane Maroney Estridge
'66; Brian H. Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53;
Julia Meeks Glenn '63; Hal E. Henderson
'92; Catherine Hu nter Hightower '55;
Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ; George L.
Johnson '68; Rebecca Pullin Kay '86;
Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H. Lindsey
'54; J. David Nelson '61 ; Paul B. Nix, Jr.
'77; Robert E. Poerschke '41 ; James G.
Revels, Jr. '62; Jenna C. Robinson '74;
Ginger Malone Sauls '75; David M. Schilli
'85; Catherine Rakestraw Smith '92;
Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Ronald L.
Walker '84; Davin K. Welter '89; Harriet
Arnold Wilburn '74.
Ex-Officio: David E. Shi '73, president;
Donald J. Lineback, vice president for
development; Donald E. Fowler, director
of development; Jason Curtin, associate
director of Alumni Assocation; Melanie
Krone '94, associate director of Alumni
Association; Phil Howard, director of
Furman Fund; William J. Lavery, faculty
liaison; David G. Ellison '72, trustee liaison;
Katie Clerkin Benston '92, president,
Young Alumni Council; Erin Bourne '03,
president, Student Alumni Council; A.B.
Puckett '03, president, Association of
Furman Students; Jeffrey Sirolly '03,
president, Senior Class.

South Carolina and Laura is an
invoicing associate with Wal
Mart.
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Next reunion in 2004
Tom Brink is an attorney in civil

litigation in Tampa, Fla., most
recently working with the elderly
and disabled. He is also deputy
director of guardianship services
for the Florida Statewide Public
Guardianship Office. • Charles
and lisa Elliott Grose live in
Greenwood, S.C., where Charles
is the chief public defender for
Greenwood and Abbeville
counties. Lisa is a volunteer
with the Richard W. Riley
Institute at Furman. • Samantha
Reed Hathorn of Owens Cross
Roads, Ala., is a multimedia
specialist with SIRS!. • Steven
Husky has joined Greenville
based Integrys Solutions as
a software solutions provider.
• John Kennedy and his wife,
Pam, have moved to Tallahassee,
Fla., where he is a senior
engineer/systems administrator
with General Dynamics. She
practices with Dermatology
Associates of Tallahassee. •
Diane Thompson Kingery,

formerly administrative
secretary with the San Diego
(Calif.) Credit Union, has moved
into the company's human re
sources department as a benefits
specialist. • Osian Roberts has
been employed for the last 1 0
years as a soccer coach i n the
Football Association of Wales.
• BIRTHS: John Blevins,

Linda Ellis and Lesley Brogan,
a son, Samuel Clark Ellis,
November 1 1 , Decatur, Ga. •
Rod and Karen Ellis Bradley,
a daughter, Makenna Brooke,
March 30, Littleton, Colo. •
Bolling and Nancy Graham
Brawley, a daughter, Caroline
Graham Brawley, December 1 7,
Newport, Tenn. • Greg and
Paula Patton Helms, a daughter,
Rebekah Ruth, July 25, 200 1 ,
Chamblee, Ga. The family was
scheduled to move to China in
August. • Tom and Ashley
Hewitt, a son, Reece Ruffin,
March 6, Charlotte, N.C. Tom
is marketing manager with Duke
Energy.
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Next reunion in 2005
Jason Deal has left the office of

Magistrate Judge for Hall

For deta i ls, visit www.fu rman .ed u/ad m i n/a l u m n i or ca l l 1 -800-PURPLE3

County, Ga., to become North
east Judicial Circuit District
Attorney for Hall and Dawson
counties. • Sandee W i lford
Wells of North Augusta, S.C., is
a chemist with the South
Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control. •
MARRIAGE: Virg i n i a K.

Moore and Stephen Sillhart,
March 23, Reading, Pa. •
BIRTHS: Steve and Sally
Scha ible Cramer, a son,
Lucas Callahan, September 1 1 ,
200 1 , American Fork, Utah.
James and Donia Hennick Davis,
a daughter, Morgan Shaye,
February 1 8, St. Petersburg,
Fla. • David and Lauren Marie
Salmon, a daughter, Meghan
Reese, June 26, 200 1 , Stock
bridge, Ga. • Todd and Kristi
Siemens Sanders, a son,
Andrew Wilson, March I I ,
Danville, Calif.

91

Next reunion in 2006
Michael llnseher has completed

his master's degree in edu
cational leadership and was
recently appointed assistant
principal at Centennial High
School in Fulton County, Ga. •
Chuck Reiney is the manager of
Accenture, Inc., in Atlanta, Ga.
• Pat Turner, who spent the last
five years as a recreation super
visor for a defense contractor in
Kuwait, has taken a position in
Kosovo with Brown and Root
Services as the country coor
dinator for morale, welfare and
recreation. • BIRTHS: Ryan
and Ann Marie Conti, a son,
Lucas, April 1 3, 200 1 . Ryan
works for Keystone Computer
Corporation in Greenville. •
Mike and Laura Ashmore Epting,
a son, Colin Wade, April 1 7,
Columbia, S.C. • David and
Martha Pin ilia Flory, a daughter,

Isabella Lucia, September 1 6,
Arlington, Va. Martha is a senior
performance consultant in the
human resources department of
US Airways. • Scott and
Melinda Ray Ortwein, twin
daughters, Mary Alexander
and Clara Parker, October I 0,
Atlanta, Ga. • Greg and
Katherine Col l i ns Reste l,

a son, Benjamin Charles,
January 20. Greg is a pilot with
US Airways. • Taylor and Kerri
Jenkins Rhodes, a daughter,
Blair Elizabeth, August 20, 200 1 ,
Richmond, Va. Kerri has
received her Master of Science
degree in counseling and is
a clinician with Henrico Mental
Health. • Timothy and Jan
Rogers, a daughter, Emily,
October 1 9, Cumming, Ga. •
Glenn and Megan Donovan
Shea ly, a son, Jacob Glenn,
March 1 1 , Little Mountain, S.C.
Clint and Jerri Richardson
Shealy, twin daughters, Amelia
39
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with Pharmacia Corporation and
Julie is a member of the psy
chology faculty at Wake Forest
University.
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and Abigail, April I 0, Prosperity,
S.C. • Timothy and Dawn Vorel,
a daughter, Virginia Anne,
September 1 2, 200 I , Rincon,
Ga. • Eric and Tonya Olson
Walter, a son, Colson Gage,
August 22, 200 1 , Atlanta, Ga.
• Joe and laura Saunders
Werner, a son, Timothy Joseph,
August 1 7 , 200 1 .
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This year is reunion!

Muirae Demerse H i l l and her

husband, Greg, own and operate
Lazy Lion Used Books & More
in Fuquay-Varina, N.C. • Jerry
Morgan is a safety consultant
with Duke Power in Gaffney,
S.C. He has been with the
company for 24 years. He also
works part time as a paramedic.
• Pa ige Snider, who has been
based in Kiev, Ukraine, since
2000 and has been working as
an international development
consultant, was scheduled to
move back to Philadelphia, Pa.,
this summer. • MARRIAGE:
Timothy McAihaney and
Maureen S ia, June 30, 200 I .
They live in Chicago, Ill., where
he is a technical support repre
sentative with Stenograph. •
BIRTHS: Michael and Amy
Dugan, a daughter, Ellie Rose,
March I 0. Michael is a financial
consultant with the T. Rowe
Price Group, a mutual fund
company in Baltimore, Md. •
Larry and Heidi lee Hannon,
a son, Jackson Thomas, January
I I , Charlotte, N.C. • Joseph and
Sara Ramming King, a son,
Matthew Patterson, March 28,
Bradenton, Fla. • Richard
and Jean Furney Lassiter,
a daughter, Rebekah Ann,
December 1 6, Charleston, S.C.
• Bruce and Bonnie Brown ' 93
Leicht, a daughter, Eliza Rose,
May I , Macon, Ga. Bruce is
vice president at SunTrust Bank.
Christine lindq uist and
Scott Jenkins '94, a daughter,
Caroline, January 1 3, Durham,
N.C. Scott is employed by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. • Erik and Beth
Thompson loedding, a son,
Justin, February 2, 200 1 ,
Gainesville, Ga. • Kelly '93 and
Stephanie Jordan Sum merl in,

a daughter, Rosalie Anne,
November 1 7.
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Next reunion in 2003
Weylin Brown, f01merly with the

98th Army Band at Fon Rucker,
Ala., now works as a registered
nurse in neurosurgery and OI1ho
pedics with the Greenville
Hospital System. He is also
director of the AIDS outreach
ministry of Metropolitan
Community Church and is
taking the American Red Cross
instructor course to become
a certified HIV instructor. •
Christopher Harter is an ortho
dontist with Classic City
Orthodontics in Athens, Ga.
• Chris Knox, who did his
residency at the University of
Kentucky, joined a radiology
practice in Greenwood, S.C., in
July. • Cra ig McCoy earned his
master's degree in health admin
istration from a Medical Uni
versity of South Carolina/
Clemson University program.
He lives in Mooresville, N.C.,
where he is assistant executive
director at Lake Norn1an
Regional Medical Center. •
Rashmi Anand Smith of Falls
Church, Va. , is senior manager
for stock and retirement plans
with XO Communications, Inc.
She also sits on the board of
German Shepherd Rescue of
Ma1yland. • Randall Traynham
has been named corporate
services support officer by The
Palmetto Bank of Greenville.
He is an accredited automated
clearinghouse professional. •
MARRIAGES: Jennifer Anna

Davie and Charles Wesley
Johnson, April 27. She works
with a landscaping service in
Charlotte, N.C. • Scott Kesler
and Cassia Barnett, May 1 2,
200 I . They live in Asheville,
N.C. . BIRTHS: Brad and
Katie Williams '96 Jones, a son,
Harold B radford III, February
27. • Alan '94 and Anna
Johnson livingston, a daughter,
Emma Scott, July 1 8, 200 1 ,
Clover, S.C. • Michael and Julie
Holl iday Wayne, a son, Jackson
Moffatt, September 1 8, Winston
Salem, N.C. Michael is a phar
maceutical sales representative
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Next reunion in 2004
Stephen Arnold recently became

director of finance for CTI, Inc.,
in Knoxville, Tenn. CTI is the
leading manufacturer and distii
butor of positron emission
tomography scanners, which are
used in cancer detection. • Alan
Ballew of Easley, S.C., has been
promoted to chief financial
officer by Insignia/ESG. He
will oversee the fi1m 's account
ing and administrative matters.
• Jen Frankenberg is public
relations and marketing manager
with Choate Construction
Company, a general contractor
in Charlotte, N.C. • Evan Gatti,
who is completing her Ph.D. at
the University ofN011h Carolina,
is beginning her second year as
a lecturer in the Funnan art
department. • leigh Gauthier,
f01merly managing editor of
GSA Business, has become
community editor of The
Green ville Journal. • Will

Kirksey works in human
resources with BMW Manu
facturing in Greenville. He
is also owner, with his brother,
of Will and Kris Amusements,
LLC, an events planning and
party rental business. • Ken and
Christine Edwards '95 lake live
in Franklinton, N.C., where he
is pastor of Franklinton Baptist
Church. • Deana Jaresh O'Rear
of Lakeland, Tenn., is a middle
school science teacher at
Woodland Presbyterian School
in Memphis, Tenn. • Last
December, Brett '95 and J i l l
Petryshyn Paden moved to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., where he is
a senior programmer for CBS
Sportsline and continues to run
his own company, TriMeros, Inc.
Jill continues in her position
with McGraw-Hill as a field
publisher. • After successfully
defending his dissertation, Mark
Souther was scheduled to receive
his Ph.D. in history from Tulane
University this summer. •
Mariah Brown Spengler of
Gainesville, Fla., is working
toward a Ph.D. in counseling
with an emphasis on health and
sports issues. While pursuing
the degree, she works in real
estate sales and is also a testing

consultant. • Miriam Waddell
lives in Manhattan and works
for London-based Act Medisys.
M ike Wautlet has separated
from active duty as a nuclear
submarine officer in the U.S.
Navy but continues to serve in
the Navy Reserves. He is
a nuclear engineer and plant
supervisor with Florida Power
& Light at the St. Lucie Nuclear
Generating Facility near West
Palm Beach, Fla. • Julie Yoder,
who teaches in the Alexandria
(Va.) City Public Schools, helped
to organize Ladyfest D.C., a non
profit, community-based festival
held in August. The festival was
designed by and for women to
showcase, celebrate and encour
age women's artistic, political
and organizational achieve
ments. • BIRTHS: Jason
and J i l l Gottlieb Conne l ly, a
daughter, Eleanor Scott, March
27, Decatur, Ga. • Dustin and
Kristen Poremba Cordier, a son,
Caleb Abraham, February 1 4.
They live in Altus, Okla., where
Dustin serves in the U.S. Air
Force. • Chad and Jessica Black
'96 Weston, a son, Andrew
Haydn, August 24, 200 I ,
Kannapolis, N.C.
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Jody Davidson is an eighth-grade

English teacher at Hand Middle
School in Columbia, S.C. •
Karin Walsh Faulkner and her
husband, Steve, recently moved
from California to Cary, N.C.
Karin has her own Web design
business, KarinsCreations.com,
and Steve is an engineer with
Cisco Systems. • Harry Foster
has completed law school at
Georgia State University and
accepted a position with the
Department of the Treasury in
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms. • Todd Kramer
of Atlanta, Ga., is an inter
national sales specialist with
IBM. • Al l ison lehman works
in technical news production
with CNN in Atlanta. • Jason
Manton has begun his own law
firm, Dawson & Manton, in
Atlanta . • MARRIAGES:
Kimberly Blanchfield and Phillip
Justin Patterson, March 9,
Augusta, Ga. Kimberly is
a physical therapist. • laura
Brantley and Lance Grooms,
July 200 I . They live in Malietta,
Ga. • Suzanne Schwerin and

Jeff Meece, February 23. They
live in Greer, S.C. Suzanne
works as a guidance counselor
in the Greenville County School
District.
Ben Snyder and
Stacie Demarchi, November 3.
They live in San Antonio, Texas.
Ben, who received his Ph.D.
in biological sciences from Ohio
University in March, is an
assistant professor of exercise
science at Schreiner University.
Stacie is a fitness supervisor at
Baptist HealthLink . • BIRTHS:
Chad and Brandy Holsonback
Jones, a daughter, Natalie
O'Neal, April 1 2, Greenwood,
S.C. Brandy is a systems analyst
with ChanneLinx, an e-com
merce company. • Mitchell
and Mandy Powers-Norre l l ,
a daughter, Emma Ross Isabella,
March 1 7, Lancaster, S.C. •
Brian and Carla W i l liamson
Tiller, a son, Colin James, April
1 3 , Cary, N.C.

A different kind of doctor
For Warren Kinghorn, theological study
meant putting medical school on hold

A few years from now, when Warren Kinghorn begins
practicing medicine, he's going to have something
that wi l l make him a very different kind of doctor.
On his office wall will be a diploma from Harvard,
one of the world's most prestigious medical schools.
And while that alone will be sufficient testament
for most of his patients, it won't be what sets Kinghorn
apart. The sign of his distinctiveness will be nearby,
most likely in a matching frame: a Master of
Theological Studies degree, Class of 2002, from
Duke Divin ity School .
It's just a piece o f paper, o f course, but it
represents a rare and remarkable detour from medical

Kinghorn says that at Duke, he "learned to think
critically about how medicine forms us as doctors
and patients and about the danger of trusting
in medicine as a potential savior. "

education at Harvard, a side journey that Kinghorn
says wi l l forever shape his life as a physician.
"Having a backg round in theology will allow me

"I knew they had a program in theology and
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to be present to my patients, particularly my Christian

Christine Ozog Brown of Lyman,

patients, in a way that most doctors are afraid to be,"

Institute on Care at the End of Life and the Health

says Kinghorn, who returns to Harvard this fall for

and Nursing Min istries Program . "
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S.C., has recently been promoted
to project manager by MetLife.
• G i n a Carreno has moved to
Boca Raton, Fla., to teach
sociology at Florida Atlantic
University for the 2002-2003
academic year. She is working
on her dissertation at Florida
State University. • Kristen Burns
Chaneyworth is marketing
director with Tripoint Develop
ment Company in Columbia,
S.C. • Allen and Susan Looper
'98 Cooper live in Easley, S.C.,
where Susan works as credit
manager at Altec Medical, Inc.
Allen is a counselor with
Greenville Vocational Rehabili
tation. • Brian Greenwood is
president and CEO of Alchemy
Artist Management. His
collection of poetry and prose,
Hate to Feel, was published this
spring through i Universe. •
Darcy James of Arlington, Va.,
is program director for The
Reading Connection, a l iteracy
outreach program. • Todd
Rantala, who recently graduated
from the M.B.A. program at the
Babcock School of Wake Forest
University, is a business process
analyst with the BellSouth
Corporation in Atlanta, Ga. •
Alison Sm ith is a graduate
student at Southern B aptist
Theological Seminary in Louis
ville, Ky., pursuing a Master

his fourth and final year of medical school. "When
I decided to do this, my goal wasn't to form ulate

medici ne," said Kinghorn, "and were just starting the

Directed b y Keith Meador, professor o f the
practice of pastoral theology and medicine and a

some kind of syncretism between medicine and

cl inical professor of psychiatry in the medical school,

religion or to learn how to be an 'alternative' healer.

the Theology and Medicine Program explores the

I was mostly interested in studying how to practice

intersection between medicine and religion.

medicine in a theologically responsible way."
A Baptist from Greenvi lle, Kinghorn entered
medical school in the fall of 1 997, following his

His two years at Duke Divinity School have given
Kinghorn the ability to think theologically and
phi losophically about the work physicians do, and to

graduation from Furman. At Harvard, he became

name the issues and problems they face in medical

increasingly interested in medical ethics and the

practice. It's a skill, he says, that he simply could

relationship between medicine and religion. During

not get in medical school, which trains students in

his second year, he took a class on spirituality and

basic science and clin ical decision making.

healing under Herbert Benson, the noted Harvard
physician and author of The Relaxation Response.

"This has given me the opportunity to learn the
language of theology," says Kinghorn. "I have no

Weekly lecturers ranged from eminent Harvard

pretensions that I will be as proficient in the language

clin icians to a Lakota Sioux healer to a Pentecostal

as a P h . D., but Duke has given me a wonderfully

theologian.

rich vocabulary to take back to clinical practice."

" I was struck by how much more engaging the

As powerful in its own way as the latest medical

religious leaders were than the clinicians," Kinghorn

technology, this new vocabulary will complement the

recalls. "They had a way to stand back and critique

remainder of his training as a physician.

medicine. The physicians weren't inte rested in
critiquing medicine . . . . They viewed spirituality as

"I'm comm itted to the hig hest standard of
competence in medicine, but my theological education

a practice of the individual to be used by the physician

is going to support and strengthen that commitment,"

in the treatment of the patient. I thought it was an

he says, adding that his professors and experiences

incredibly impoverished view of spiritual ity."
When he realized that the demands of medical

at Duke "taught me that health, though a wonderful
good, is not the highest good. Other goods transcend

school made serious theological study impractical ,

it. And Duke has made me aware that the physician's

he decided to take a leave. Duke quickly rose to

duty to patients is not j ust contractual, but covenantal."

- Bob Wells

the top of his list of theology schools. It didn't hurt
that he had a brother (Mark, a 1 999 Furman graduate)
in Duke Law School and a girlfriend (Susan Clayton

This article is reprinted with permission from the

'99, now his wife) back home in South Carolina.

spring 2002 issue of Divinity magazine, published

But what really drew him to Duke was the

by Duke University Divinity School.

school's reputation.
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of Divinity degree in Christian
counseling. • FayeHe Wil liams
was scheduled to start a six-year
residency in oral and maxillo
facial surgery in Dallas, Texas,
in July. • MARRIAGES:
Rhea Byrd and Christine Wilson
'0 1 , December 1 5. • Leigh Anne
Sisson and Albert Thomas
Stewart, May 4, Greenville. She
is a sales associate for SunCom
and he is owner and operator at
Stewart Transport. They live in
Greenville. • Stephen Roger
Smoak and Crystal Ann
Thompson, March 23. They live
in Camden, S.C., where he is an
attorney with Savage, Royall
and Sheheen, L.L.P., and she is
a sixth grade reading teacher at
Camden Middle School. • Keith
Walters and Lisa Jabaay, March
9. Keith left his position as
a postdoctoral research associate
at Northwestern University in
July and has taken a position
in the chemistry department at
Northern Kentucky University.
• BIRTHS: Jonathan and
Lori Lucas Bassett, a son,
Lucas William, March 1 8,

McDonough, Ga. • Chet and
Amy Parsons Breazeale, a
daughter, Finley Kathryn, March
2, Greenville. • Mark '98 and
Kelly Cass Kemp, a son, Cooper
James, February 6, Lexington,
N.C . • Chris (M.A. '98) and
Julie Prince Pare, a son, Jackson
Walker, April 4. • Alexander
and Kimberly Sloop Powers,
a son, John Alexander, June 23,
200 1 , Tampa, Fla. The family
recently moved to Charlotte,
N.C., for Alex to begin a medical
residency.
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This year is reunion!
Emily Ellis has graduated from

the College of Medicine at the
Medical University of South
Carolina and is completing an
internship in family medicine at
the Spartanburg (S.C.) Regional
Medical Center. • Douglas
Irving is a graduate student in
the Department of Materials
Science and Engineering at
the University of Florida in
Gainesville. • B i l l Priestley
is marketing representative and

sports director for WFTZ Radio
in Manchester, Tenn., which
recently won a statewide award
for the "Best Overall Sports
Coverage" by a small market
station. In the same competition
he and his broadcast partner won
the honorable mention award for
"Best Play by Play." • Matt
Schrecengost works for a firm
in Chicago, Til., that trades Future
contracts at the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange. • Colin
Stewart is city editor at the
Rockdale Citizen newspaper in
Conyers, Ga . • MARRIAGE:
Helen Howard and Mike Cox,
September 22. Helen is program
manager for MediFit Corporate
Services in Princeton, W.Va. •
BIRTH: Alan and Jennifer
Sharrer, a daughter, Rebecca
Louise, April 1 1 , Rohnert Park,
Calif.
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Derek and Amy Maris ' 99 Bruff
are graduate students at Vander
bilt University in Nashville,
Tenn. • Christina Cochran,
coordinator of women's college
admissions at Brenau University,
has earned her M.B .A. degree.
• Chris Covert of Clearwater,
Fla., recently obtained degrees

in Spanish and international
business from Eckerd College.
He plans a career with a
multinational company, with
a focus on Latin America. •
Chad Dyar, who has been with
the Chicago Lyric Opera and has
been a professional opera singer,
a teacher and an educator, is
moving back to the South. He
plans to record his first CD of
original music sometime in the
next year. • Kate Augustine
Haber and her husband, Joseph,
live in Columbia, Md. She
continues to work for the
American Psychological
Association in Washington,
D.C., and recently become
special projects manager for
the Executive Office. Joseph
is an electrical engineer in the
space department at the Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab.
• Seth Howard lives in Helena,
Mont., where he is the field
coordinator for the Montana
Democratic Party. • Robin
McGary is a graduate student
at Harvard University. She has
completed a master's degree in
astronomy and plans to finish
her Ph.D. in the summer of2003.
• Camille G ibson Rabon has
completed her M.B .A. degree
and is employed at Hampden-

The Alumni Association Board of Di rectors
is delighted to welcome five new members
to its ranks.
Those elected by the Al umni Association
through voting held on-line and through a
ballot in Furman magazine are Rosalie Manly

Burnett '49 of Greenvi lle, James "Buddy"
Revels '62 of Louisville, Ky. , and Davin Welter
'89 of Athens, Ga. In addition, Charles Linder
'59 of Augusta, Ga., and George Johnson
'68 of Columbia, S.C., have been appointed
by the board to fi l l unexpired terms.

Burnett

Revels

Welter

Davin, station manager at WUGA 91 .7

Linder

Johnson

professor o f journalism and mass communi

FM at the U niversity of Georgia, is a former
director of the Furman Fund and has worked

cation at the U niversity of South Carolina.

in development at the Medical College of

Council at Furman.

Rosalie, organist at Greenville's Lutheran
Church of Our Savior for the last 23 years,

Georgia and at Georgia Southern. He is past

is a retired music teacher and elementary

president of the Young Alumni Council and

He is a member of the National Development
The board also extends special thanks
to outgoing members Norma Karlen Bagwell

school principal. Chair of her class reunion

serves on the un iversity's Strateg ic Planning

'45 and Jack E. Powers '56, who have provided

comm ittee si nce 1 974, she is a docent at

Task Force and Political Science Advisory
Cou nci l .

excellent service over the last five years.

Cherrydale, Furman's Al umni House, and
a longtime member of the Paladin Club.
Buddy is a high school alternative educa

Charles is professor of pediatrics and

The Alumni Board provides support, guid
ance and leadership to Furman and represents

associate dean emeritus of the Medicai"College

the opinions, needs and i nterests of alumni

tion teacher in Louisville, Ky., who spent 1 8

of Georgia. He was chief of staff of the Medical

to the university.

years as a Baptist minister. He formerly worked

College Hospital for 1 6 years. At Furman,

in development and student services at Furman

he is a member of the P residents Cl ub and

and is a member of the Furman Admissions

a longtime member of the Paladin Club.

Network. He has served on his reunion
comm ittee and as a class agent.

George is a vice president of Blue Cross
Blue Shield of South Carolina and an adj unct

- Jason Curtin
Associate Director, Alumni Association

Sydney College in Virginia. •
After receiving her doctoral
degree in pharmacy, Mel issa
Ware has moved to the Wash
ington, D.C., area for a post
graduate training program with
Eli Lilly. • MARRIAGES:
Katherine leigh B u rns and Ian
Michael Gellatly, April 6. She
is a nuclear engineer with Bettis
Atomic Power in Goose Creek,
S .C., and he is a student at the
College of Charleston, majoring
in physical education. • Angela
Marie Cantre l l and Russell Joe
Few, April 6. She works for
CVS Pharmacy in Greenville
and is a candidate for a doctoral
degree at the Medical University
of South Carolina College of
Pharmacy. He is a structural
detailer for South Carolina Steel
Corporation in Taylors. • David
lewis and J u l i e Jones ' 99,
February 1 8, 200 I . Julie has
been working as a recruiter with
the Community Blood Centers
of South Florida and David is
scheduled to begin studies this
summer toward an M . B .A.
degree. • Eugenia Sydnor
Turrentine and Michael Robert
Waldrop, May 4, Spartanburg,
S.C. They live in Greenville,
where she i s an event coordi
nator at ScanSource and he is
a hospital sales representative
for Elan Pharmaceuticals. •
BIRTH: Chris and Katie
Hankinson McGaha, a son,
Harrison Mitchell, January 24,
Ashburn, Va.
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Christa Brunow is president

of Retention Management in
Charlotte, N.C. • Alison
Cunnold received her Master
of Divinity degree from Emory
University in May. • Christine
Dawkins is program coordinator
for the Greenville Commission
on Alcohol and Drug Services.
She recently earned her master's
degree in social work from the
University of South Carolina. •
Justin Dunn was scheduled to
receive a degree in information
systems from Georgia Southern
University in May. • liz Hankla
of Brentwood, Tenn., i s a
nutrition specialist with Peach
tree Center for Nursing and
Rehabilitation. • M i ra H i bri
accepted a position in March
as a television news producer
with WBTV-3 in Charlotte, N.C.

• Tyler M i l l iken has entered the

U . S . Marine Corps Officer
Candidate School, after which
he will attend flight school at
Pensacola, Fla. • Erin Paul of
Nashville, Tenn., was scheduled
to complete a master's degree in
occupational therapy in May. •
Joanna Ponder Skinner is a
research analyst with the Univer
sity of Cincinnati Foundation
and is in her last year as an arts
administration/M.B.A. student
at the University of Ohio. •
Paige Thurmond is finishing
post-graduate studies in nutrition
at Clemson University and will
start a nine-month dietetic intern
ship at the Medical University
of South Carolina to become
a registered dietitian. •
MARRIAGES: Catherine lynn
Brumbach and Morgan Edward
Fore, April 27. They live in

Columbia, Md., where she is
a dietetic intern with Sodexho
Health Care Services, Mid
Atlantic. He has been a lotus
notes administrator for Royal
Ahold. • Siobhan Carro l l and
Jason Chewning '00, June 22.
They live in Atlanta, Ga., where
Siobhan is working toward a
master's degree in architecture
at Georgia Tech and Jason is
an estimator for United Forming,
Inc. • Summer M . D i l gren and
Rand a l l Teegardin, June 1 5,
200 1 . They live in Charleston,
S.C. • Sarah Gehrmann and
Thomas Keene '02, March 1 6.
They live in Greenville. •
Kimberly April Jolly and
Jonathan Ryan Chasteen, May
1 8. They live in Greenville
where Kimberly is in sales for
Protective Plastics, Inc.
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Summer Copeland has earned

a master's degree in secondary
social studies education and
plans work as a high school
teacher in Orlando, Fla. • Mark
Davis works on his family farm
in Westminster, S.C., and is also
a substitute teacher of mathe
matics and Spanish in the
Oconee County School District.
• Taryn Foster received her
Master of Public Health degree
from George Washington Uni
versity last December. She lives
in Arlington, Va., and is working
as a research assistant at Consult
ing Services & Research, Inc. •
Daniel Hughes, who was a clerk

Letter to the editor
I read with great i nterest the
articles by President David Shi,
"Of Faith and Learning," and
Hal Frampton, "A Matter of
To lerance," i n the spring
issue of Furman.
When I was around 1 7 or
1 8, I came to realize that my
so-called faith was hol low at
the core. This was very
disturbing to me, but it was
extremely important to me
to be scrupulously honest.
So, I was openly an atheist when I was at Furman, from
1 967 through 1 97 1 .
But while I was there my own experience was different
from that of the folks in the "Tolerance" article. Mostly
I was loved, accepted and befriended by devout Baptists
amongst whom I had grown up all my Presbyterian life.
They often joked with me, and I am aware that they prayed
for me in their prayer groups, for my very soul.
At the time, however, I did feel that some of them saw
me as somehow " less-than." I was infuriated during one
episode when a group called and asked me to come down
to the parlor of the women's residence halls. They were
apparently from a church attended by someone who had
told them about me, and were there to save my soul. I
protested to the dorm supervisor, Ms. lmo Tumblin, who
immediately asked them to leave, conveying clearly to
me that it was absolutely my right to refuse to see them
and that their actions were indeed inappropriate.
Now I have come full circle and become a person
of profound faith, with a very conservative l ifestyle but
a very l i beral outlook. It was not an easy journey - as
C.S. Lewis says, there are no grandch ildren i n the faith.
My own experiences at Furman were truly formative in
this regard. I am also convinced that all those loving
prayers were answered and that they were the real change
agents, at a level we do not comprehend without divine
inspiration.
So, my own advice to young ones who wish to be
on mission is simply to love those you would convi nce.
Give them yourself. Give them your friendship, hu mor,
support and especially your prayers. And be patient.
God's timing is not our own, and it is God who must
finally do that work i n each one's secret heart. Love is
the real witness.
- Marian Moseley '71
Augusta, Ga.

Letters are published when space permits and are subject to
editing for length or clarity Write the editor c/o Marketing and
Public Relations, Furman University, Greenville, S. C. 296 13,
or fax to (864) 294-3023. E-mail: jim.stewart@furman. edu.
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in a Columbia (S.C.) law firm
this summer, was the overall
winner in Greenville's Southern
Connector SK Run/Walk in
June. He has completed his
first year of law school at the
University of South Carolina. •
Catherine Hunter, a student at
the Medical University of South

About

class notes

Because of the large
number of submissions
and clippings Furman
receives for the maga
zine's class notes section
and the amount of time it
takes to review, compile
and edit so much infor
mation, news items
frequently are not pub
lished until five or six
months after they are
submitted.
Furman magazine
does not publish dated
items (anything more
than 1 8 months old at time
of publication) or engage
ment announcements.
Birth and marriage
announcements for
alumni couples who
graduated in different
years are included under
the earliest graduation
date (except if requested
otherwise); they are not
listed under both classes.
We ask that you include
your spouse's or child's
name and the date and city
where the birth or
marriage occurred.
Send news to the
Office of Marketing and
Public Relations, Furman
University, 3300 Poinsett
Highway, Greenville, S.C.
29613, or e-mail to
alumni@furman.edu.
FAX: (864) 294-3023.
Selected information
from the on-line registry
at www.furman.edu/
admin/alumni is also
included in class notes.

Carolina, has been named a
Presidential Scholar. The
interdisciplinary leadership
program for select students
explores complex social,
political and human issues of
broad interest to health care
professionals. • Jeff Jaarda
works for Wachovia in Charlotte'
N.C. • Jay and Jennifer
Anderson '0 I Kal bas live in
West Lafayette, Tnd. Jay has
completed his master's degree
in tectonics at the University
of Tennessee. This fall he plans
to begin doctoral research of
tectonic systems in the Denali
fault zone and B rooks Range
of central and northern Alaska.
• David McDowell, a second
year student at the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law at
the University of Memphis, has
been chosen as managing editor
of the 2002-03 University of
Memphis Law Review. •
Kathryn Putnam was a candidate
for a degree from the Physician
Assistant School at Marquette
University in May. • Melissa
Roberts is currently a graduate
student at Texas A&M Univer
sity. • Eric Starr is a graduate
student in advertising at the
Adcenter in Richmond, Va.
In the summer he captains a
sailing vessel in the Caribbean
'
based out of St. Martin. •
Dana Steffan of Long Valley,
N.J., is an elementary school
teacher in the Washington
Township School System. •
MARRIAGE: Casey T. Liddy

and Marnie Larabee, June 9,
200 I . They live in Charleston,
S.C., where Casey has accepted
a position as an administrative
resident at the Medical Univer
sity and is also studying for
a master's degree in healthcare
administration.
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Salem, N.C., is a graduate
student at East Carolina Univer
sity, pursuing a master's degree
in clinical child psychology. •
Jesse Rice has moved to
Nashville, Tenn., to work as
an intern at EMI Music Publish
ing. • Cathryn Stevens is a
senior marketing specialist with
TSYS, a payment processing
company in Columbus, Ga. •
MARRIAGE: Sharon Ke lly
Benning and Samuel Brent
Huckaby '02, June 8. Kelly has

been a district executive with
the B lue Ridge Council, Boy
Scouts ofAmerica in Greenville.
They live in Orlando, Fla.,
where Brent has accepted
a church position as a minister
of music.
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MARRIAGE: Kyle Mo(gan
DeWitt and Aimee Michelle

Kiser, April 27. She is a work
center coordinator for RBC
Liberty Insurance and Kyle
is a technical engineer with
NETXUSA, both in Greenville.

DEATHS
Lora Mae Jones Carson '22
April 24, Fairview, N .C. S e
taught at Greenville Woman's
College Academy and later in
the Clayton County, Ga., public
schools until the age of 7 1 . She
served as an officer in the
Georgia Retired Teachers
Association and the American
Association of University
Women and as president of the
South Carolina Club and various
local organizations.

h

l i l l ie Mae Hart ' 26, April 1 4,

Greenville. She taught sch'ool
before going to work at Renfrew
B leachery, from which she
retired after more than 30 years.
She was an active member of
the Behethland Butler chapter
of the D.A.R.
Robert Lee McGee, Jr. '28,

Next reunion in 2006

May 1 8, Roanoke, Va.

Ga brie lle Ferguson is enrolled
in a joint Ph.D./D.M.D. program
through the College of Graduate
Studies/College of Dental Medi
cine at the Medical University
of South Carolina in Charleston.
• Kelly Jack is a pha1maceutical
sales representative with the Eli
Lilly Company in Boston, Mass.

Mamie T. Beggs ' 29, February

1 7, Greenville. She was a retired
legal secretary.
Floyd D . Hammond '3 1 ,
December 20, Turin, Ga.
Louise Thackston Neves '32
'
March 28, Greenville. She

worked as a receptionist for
the Greenville Hospital School
of Nursing.
Annie Lois Barbare 33 March
26, Laurens, S.C. She retired
from the South Carol ina State
Library after 34 years spent
directing the development of the
book collection. In addition to
her work there, she was a super
visor in the Works Project
Administration (WPA),
established and developed
library services for patients
at Stark General Hospital in
Charleston, S.C., and assisted
public libraries throughout South
Carolina in streamlining and
updating their cataloguing and
processing procedures. In 1 995,
she was honored as a Charter
Member by the S.C. State
Employees Association.
'

,

Mary S . Beam '33, April 5,
Greenville. She served as
a missionary for over 50 years,
first in Ethiopia and then in
Sudan, Somalia and Kenya.
She was on the S.S. Zam Zam
in 1 94 1 when it was sunk by the
Germans and she became a
Geiman P.O.W. She was a full
time missionary with the Africa
Inland Mission and spent nine
years helping to establish the
Bible Alliance Mission.
Mary Sue Cox '33, May 1 1 ,
Greenville. She served as a
librarian in Greenwood County,
S.C., and Cherokee County, S.C.,
before moving to the Greenville
County Library, where she
remained for 35 years. She
began the Bookmobile program
in Greenville County in the early
1 950s.
Ella little Pettett '34, March 7,

Greenville.
Louise Vaughan Mazursky '36,
February 2, 200 I , Greenville.
Holder of an M.A. degree in
English from the University
of Virginia, she taught in South
Carolina public schools for 30
years and chaired the English
department at B arnwell High
for 20 years. She was Barnwell
School District 45 Teacher of
the Year in 1 974 and in 1 986,
when she was runner-up for
South Carolina Teacher of the
Year. She won a national prize
for her 1 960 essay "Dorchester
on the Ashley," which today
serves as a guide to the history

of South Carolina's Dorchester
State Park. Active in church
work, she co-authored The
History of the First Baptist
Church of Barnwell, taught
Sunday school at the B arnwell
County Nursing Home for 2 1
years, and taught Vacation Bible
School for 50 years. She was
a past regent of the Daughters
of the American Revolution,
a horticulture and flower show
master judge, and a noted
lecturer on garden design and
flower arranging. In 1 987 she
was recognized as Barnwell
County's Outstanding Older
American.

Thornwell Wood Freeman '38,
May 1 8 , Greenville. He was
a veteran of World War II,
was a retired school teacher
and principal, and was the last
surviving charter member of the
Berea Lions Club.
Haze l Altom Vance '40, May 3,
Greenville. She was a buyer for
Meyers Arnold Department
Store and retired from the store
as department manager for
jewelry and cosmetics.
Frontis Keys Chandler '4 1 ,
March 29, Campobello, S.C.
She was a former member of the
Junior League of Greenville and
was president of the Greenville
YWCA for two years.
George Morgan '4 1 , April,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
Raymond L . Pinson '42,
February 28, Gaffney, S.C.
He was a minister.
John Holman Hutto, Jr. '43,
January 30, James Island, S.C.
He served as minister of music
at Baptist churches in Louisiana
and South Carolina and was a
vocal coach at Charleston (S.C.)
Southern University. He was an
Army veteran of World War I I .
J a n e B land Earle Poole '44,

5,

December
1973: Founding
members of Furman's Gamma
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa
share the stage with John
Hope Franklin (front, fifth
from left}, president of the
United Chapters.

Phi Beta Kappa

The university's long quest paid off in 1 9 73

furman's efforts to secure a chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa took almost 50 years.
Phi Beta Kappa is considered the nation's
most prestigious academic honorary society.
Founded in 1 n6 at the College of William & Mary,
the organization, which today has 262 chapters
across the United States, has long been a leading
advocate for the liberal arts and sciences at the
undergraduate level.
Furman first began investigating the
possibility of establishing a chapter of the society
in 1 924, and for almost 50 years thereafter the
university continued to submit inquiries or
applications to the Council of United Chapters
of Phi Beta Kappa.
But each application failed. Among the
reasons cited at various times by the national
organization were concerns about the university's
financial situation and disproportionate emphasis
on vocational training, inadequate facilities, a
disproportionate outlay of athletic grants-in-aid
to academic scholarships, and Furman's failure
to integrate. Only in 1 950 did Furman's appli·
cation even advance to the second stage of
consideration.
These failures spurred President Gordon
Blackwell, who took office in 1 965, and Dean
Francis W. Bonner to make securing a chapter
a major goal for the university, and they pursued
it with vigor. They realized that Furman's move
to the new campus in the early 1 960s had inspired
rapid growth and improvement in Furman's
academic programs and standards. In addition,

the university had rectified virtually all the
problems that had previously stymied its efforts.
By 1 971 Furman was able to advance to the final
stages of consideration.
Two members of the Phi Beta Kappa visiting
commiHee came to the campus in late 1 971 , and
in January 1 973 a recommendation to award a
chapter to the university was presented to the
triennial council. However, before the final vote,
several delegates to the council raised concerns
about what they saw as denominational (Baptist)
limitations on academic freedom, pointing to a
specific clause that had been included in faculty
contracts in 1 94 1 .
Furman responded that the clause in
question had been deleted from recently revised
faculty contracts. After several leading educators
spoke strongly on behalf of the university and
its support for academic freedom, the council
voted to award Furman a chapter. The Gamma
chapter became the third in South Carolina and
the 21 4th in the nation.
On December 5, 1 973, the chapter was
installed at a ceremony presided over by noted
historian John Hope Franklin, president of the
United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa. Blackwell
called it "the most significant event in the
academic life of Furman."
The university's first members-in-course
were initiated on April 23, 1 974. Charles Hard
Townes, Nobel Prize-winning physicist and
member of the class of '35, was the first alumnus
elected as an honorary member.

April 2 1 , Greenville.
Robert E . Christenberry '45,
February 27, Clemson, S.C. He
was a Navy veteran and served
aboard the USS Audubon in the
Pacific Theater, after which he
was employed by Milliken
Company for a number of years.
He later became director of
planned giving at Furman and
then at Clemson University, from
which he retired in 1 99 1 . He was
active in the Clemson Rotary

Club and was a Paul Harris
Fellow.

John C. Cothran '47, January 7,

Jean Mosteller Cowart '49,

Greenville.

Lawrence Peter Hollis, Jr. '46,

Joseph W i l l i a m Bishop '48,

March 2 1 , High Point, N.C.
He was sales manager for the
Zonolite Division ofW.R. Grace
& Company for 40 years until
his retirement in 1 988. He was
a U . S . Army veteran of World
War I I and was a Rotarian.

March 1 1 , Spartanburg, S .C.
He was a retired Baptist minister
and had served several churches
in the Upstate of South CaJ·olina.

March 1 9, Greenwood, S.C. She
was a retired unit manager for
Tupperware.
Roy Carlton Crowe '49, FebruaJy

26, Greenwood, S.C. He was
a U.S. Army veteran.

Luther Z. Barnett '49, May 1 9,

Joseph C. Pou '49, March 3 1 ,

Charleston, S.C.

Laurens, S.C. He was a minister.
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Edwin L. Stewart '49, April I ,
200 I , Swannanoa, N.C.
Thomas Kenneth Howard, Sr.

'50, March I , Greenville. After
duty as a Naval Air Corps pilot
in the mid- ' 40s, he spent seven
years in a general medical
practice in Woodruff, S.C. He
became an anesthesiologist in
1 964 and practiced with the
Greenville Anesthesiology, P.A.,
group until his retirement in
1 988.
Flora Sherman Hudson '50,

March 6, Greenville.
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Frequently called Furman
telephone numbers
(area code 864):
Main University Number
294-2000

Academic Records
(Registrar)
294-36 1 6

Admissions
294-2034

Alumni Association
1 -800- P U RPLE3

Athletic Ticket Office
294-3097

Bookstore
294-21 64

Career Services
294-2 1 06

Furman Fund
294-3475

Graduate Studies
294-22 1 3

Parents Programs

Wi l l i am Cannon Smith, Sr. '50,

May 6, Duncan, S.C. He was a
U.S. Navy veteran of World War
II and was retired from W.R.
Grace, Cryovac. He served as
mayor of Duncan for eight years,
was a former Scoutmaster, was
instrumental in organizing Little
League sports in Duncan and
was a Little League coach for
baseball and football .
Edward L e e Cheatha m '5 1 ,
February 24, Greenville. He was
retired as an architectural
hardware consultant. He served
in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War and later in the
Army Reserves, was a charter
member and a past president of
the Sertoma Sunrise Club, and
was a former president of the
South Carolina Genealogical
Association.
Loy Eugene Wagner ' 5 1 , April
5, Williamston, S .C. He was a
World War II Naval veteran and
had retired as band director at
Easley H igh School. He taught
music in South Carolina public
schools for 33 years, was former
president of the S.C. B and
Directors Association, and was
an inductee into the S.C. Band
Directors Association's Hall of
Fame. He was a recipient of
South Carolina's Order of the
Palmetto and a concurrent
resolution by the South Carolina
General Assembly and was
presented the "keys to the city"
of Williamston.
Melvin Eugene Sargent '52,

May 2, Summerton, S.C.
Norris Vernon Barnes '53,

February 23, Elizabethtown,
N.C. He was retired from the
Air National Guard and was also
a retired civil service accountant.

294-3465

Marion Thomas Lineberger, Sr.

Student Services

'53, March 1 2, Ware Shoals, S.C.
He was a minister.

294-2202

For other administrative
office numbers, call the
main number or visit the
Furman Web site
(www.furman.edu) and
follow the faculty/staff link
to the campus telephone
directory.

Christopher Columbus "Bobby"
Roberts, Jr. '53, June 22, Aiken,

S.C. A veteran of the U.S. Navy,
he coached basketball on the
high school and college levels.
After starting his career as coach
at Palmetto (S.C.) High School,
where he had a record of 89-20,
he became coach of the freshman

team at Clemson University in
1 958 and led the team to a 5020 mark over four years. Named
head coach at Clemson in 1 962,
he remained in that position until
1 970, compiling a record of 821 1 6. He is the only coach to
lead Clemson to consecutive
winning seasons in Atlantic
Coast Conference play, and his
1 966-67 squad finished with 1 7
victories, the most by a Clemson
team to that point in the pro
gram 's history. After leaving
Clemson, he worked for
Converse Inc. until his retire
ment. He was a member of
the Palmetto High Hall of Fame
and served on the Aiken County
School Advisory Board.
Albert Phi l l i p Jones ' 54;.

March 30, Hendersonville, N.C.
He pastored two churches in
Hendersonville and was a
member of the Henderson
County Genealogical Society.
During World War II he served
as a U.S. Army medic in North
Africa.
Landrum Noah Evans (M.A.
'58), March 7, Powdersville,
S.C. He served in the U.S. Army
Signal Corps in Europe during
World War II and then spent 36
years in the education field, the
last 25 years as business mana
ger for Anderson County (S.C.)
School District I . He was a
director of Powdersville Water
Co., former director of Powders
ville Fire Department, former
member of Powdersville Sewer
Committee and advisory director
of Central Carolina Bank.
Active in the Wren Ruritan Club,
he was named the club's Citizen
of the Year in 1 965. In 1 987 he
was Anderson County School
District I Citizen of the Year and
was also named South Carolina
Citizen of the Year by the state
school board administrators.
Marion Hancock '58, May 20.
W i l l i a m Roy Axmann '59, May

25, Spartanburg, S.C. He was
employed wjth Milliken and
Company in Spartanburg as the
division controller for the
Performance Products Division
for more than 40 years.

Mary Hood Hendricks '59,

March 23, Easley, S.C. She
retired as a teacher with Pickens
County (S.C.) Schools and was
a member of the Delta Kappa
Gamma Teacher Sorority, the
Pickens County Educators
Association and the Yellow
Jasmine Garden Club.
Paul Duane Paris '59, May 1 9,
Spartanburg, S.C. He was a
photojournalist, having worked
for newspapers in the Southeast
and Northwestern United States,
and he wrote a sports column
for the Spartanburg Herald
Journal in the 1 980s. His work
was published in Time, National
Geographic and Paris Match
magazines, among others. He
performed numerous services
for the American Cancer Society,
the American Heart Association,
Kiwanis and the Lions Club and
did work for the University of
South Carolina, Converse
College and Wofford College.
Charles Franklin Arisman '62,
March 23, Montgomery, Ala.
Nancy Lane Mays Graham '63,
April 1 4, Seneca, S.C. She was
an educator in Durham, N.C.,
and Atlanta, Ga., and was
employed at Bell South for 1 3
years.
Dorothy Kellett McKi nney '63,
May 22, Greenville. She
was a former teacher in the
Greenville County School
System, was active in a number
of garden clubs, and was an
accredited flower show judge
and landscape design critic.
Kathy Clarke West '70, April 3,

Richmond, Va. She taught
mathematics for 1 9 years and
then became a Certified Public
Accountant. She was a tax
compliance specialist with Ernst
and Young for I 0 years and
worked as a volunteer math tutor
and a volunteer tax preparer with
AARP.
Bobby Thomas Duncan '82, May

3, Taylors, S.C. He was founder
and vice president of The Benefit
Partners Corporation.
Paulette Robinson McAlister

'89, May 1 9, Belton, S.C.

Ruminations on alma mater
By Lige H i cks

Lige Hicks '4 1 was presented the Bell Tower Award in April in recognition of his business and
civic achievements and of his service to alma mater. Next to an honorary degree, the Bell Tower
Award is the most prestigious honor bestowed by Furman.
A former executive with the DuPont Company, from which he retired in 1981 as director of
international development and operations, Hicks and his wife, Joi, are generous supporters of
the university. A staunch friend of the chemistry department, he was inducted into the Furman
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa as an alumnus member in 1996. As head agent for the Class of '4 1,
he led the way when the class became the first to achieve 100 percent participation in the Furman
Fund.
He offers the following commentary on his long association with alma mater.

At its Founders Day Convocation on April
1 7, Furman presented me with the Bell
Tower Award. Although Furman had
recognized me with everything except the
President's Chair, including an honorary

My father, a 1 9 1 2 Furman graduate
and a successful physician, suggested that
I consider an alternative that would have
me become a chemical engineer, but with

Guess it shows that if you live long
enough and stay involved, you get to enjoy
really unusual benefits.

doctorate in 1 976 and the Alumni Service

something more than the average graduate.
He proposed that I enroll for two years in

Award in 1 985, the Bell Tower Award was

a liberal arts college for added breadth of

About four years ago, my wife of 58 years,
Joi, using a photograph from the old

one thing I never expected to receive.

background, then transfer to Georgia Tech
for my chemical engi neering degree.

campus, painted a watercolor of the Bell
Tower at Old Main o n the downtown

The surprise and pleasure I felt upon
reading President David Shi's letter advising
me of the award resulted in very damp

After serious consideration, I enrolled

Coincidence or Omen?

campus. Last year, as we planned our trip
to Greenville for the 60th reunion of the

eyes. It caused me to reflect on Furman's

at Furman in 1 937, with firm plans to transfer
to Georgia Tech in 1 939. But I soon became

1 75 years and on my association with the

enamored with Furman and even more with

university. Three unrelated items began to

chemistry and the prospect of doing

secretly make me a Furman tie clasp using
the painting.

roll around in my mind.

chemical research.
I n the fall of 1 939, John R . Sampey,

Class of '41 , she decided that she would

Using laser color printer technology,

The Commemorative Pen

head of the chemistry department, asked

she reduced the 8" x 1 0" picture to a bit
more than 1 /2" x 1 /2". This tiny tower fit on

In connection with the 1 75th anniversary

me to join him in a joint research project.
I accepted, and went on to graduate from

a ceramic piece she had formed and cured.
Next, she coated the picture and ceramic

Furman in 1 941 with a major in chemistry.

celebration in 2001 -02, alumni received
from Furman a brief questionnaire asking
us to describe our association with the

Graduate school at Princeton followed, with

piece with clear acrylic. Then she mounted
the finished product on a tie bar.

university. One question asked, "What
did attending Furman mean to you?" Like

a P h . D . in organic chemical synthesis i n
1 944.

I wore the Bell Tower tie clasp with
great pride at my reunion last October. And

many others, I sent in my answer and forgot
about it.

but with a background and perspective far

at the Founders Week Convocation April
1 7, just six months later, I wore the same

different from my original plans.

tie clasp with even greater pride.

anniversary. Imagine my surprise at finding

Furman Presidents

Joi's creation : Was it coincidence or was

on the pen the quotation, "Simply put,
Furman changed my life." The quote

During its 1 75th anniversary celebration,
Furman highlighted the accomplishments

it omen?

was part of my response to the question

of its 1 0 outstanding presidents. It has
been my unusual pleasure to have known

Several months later I received a

And then I went to work for Du Pont,

Yet the question still remains regarding

fountain pen commemorating the 1 75th

naire.
This really caused me to think back to
1 937 when, as a senior at Florence (S.C.)
High School , I had decided on my plans
for college. I would enter Georgia Tech,
become a chemical engineer, and go to

and been rather closely associated with
five of these men: Bennette E. Geer,
John Plyler, Gordon Blackwel l , John
Johns and David Shi.

work for Du Pont.
47

